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“The most insidious conspiracy of all may be the effort to invent one
where none exists.”

“For some, the conspiracy seems to have everything to do with fish
and their habitat. They believe that a massive movement is pushing
managers toward using exclusively catch shares as a management tool.
For others, that theory is a bunch of BS conjured up by anti-regulation
crackpots with too much time on their hands and too little brainpower
to figure out something constructive to do. | come down somewhere in
between those two extremes but definitely lean toward the latter end
of the spectrum. | happen to believe that catch shares can be a very
useful management tool in certain situations. | also believe there are
people within the federal fisheries management hierarchy who think
catch shares should be one of the tools in the management toolbox. But
a great conspiracy? Gimme a break!”

“In my opinion, this conspiracy idea is promoted by those who do not
like the changing face of fisheries management. It is a rumor with
enough truth to it to sucker those with minimal knowledge and under-
standing. The true conspiracy may be the effort to maintain the status
quo by creating a perceived conspiracy to conceal their agenda.”

The Great Conspiracy Theory
Salt Water Sportsman

r’f’-..- = & - Ca
- 3 -! : L g -
b -y - R e




. Ih‘ . ."-'

“Much has been made about the catch share issue in recent months.

* Catch shares are a poorly understood issue that has been made more .
complicated by an absolute avalanche of mistruths, half-truths, and
outright lies swirling about it in fishing chatrooms and blogs across
the country. -

Almost every facet of the past, present and future of catch shares has
been grossly distorted. A glance at the average chatroom would lead
casual readers to believe that there is a vast, strange conspiracy linking
all-powerful environmental groups with oil companies with “double-
agents” posing as anglers to rid the world of fishermen. One recurring °
theme is that the goal is to empty the oceans of all people so the oil com-
panies can pillage at will. Another, green theme says the goal is to empty
the oceans of all people so that the fish and whales are left alone to
prosper. There are long, fantastical charts linking this group to that
group, to prove the conspiracy of anti-fishers exists. Everyone is on
Pew’s payroll, or Environmental Defense’s or Exxon’s.

The only thing missing is a good 007 character to save the day.”
Caught Up In Catch Shares
Coastal Conservation Association
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“There is a major attempt, using smoke, mirrors, spin and ridicule by
some of our recreational fishing organizations and sport fishing mag-
azine editors to lead the American fishermen into believing there is
no major movement in progress by the environmental “business”
community and NOAA to privatize our marine natural resources, then
lease our fish back to us for their profit and their control of the fish-
eries management process. Why would our “own” attest that no
environmental non government organizations (ENGOs) | NOAA con-
spiracy exists? Is it because of environmental foundation grant
money, or is it in order to stay in the good graces of Jane Lubchenco
to maintain a regional council seat, or is it just for more Pew adver-
tising dollars, or are these individuals completely clueless on the
events that are transpiring between NOAA and the ENGOs? | come
down somewhere in between those two extremes, but definitely
lean toward the front end of the spectrum.”
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Please read the following comments and “There are long, fantastical charts linking this
group to that group, to prove the conspiracy of
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Caught Up In Carch Shares

ENGO conspiracy in progress to hijack our
fisheries, or if you believe it is an “Efforr ro
maintain the status quo by ereating a perceived con-

spiracy to eonceal their agenda.” Coastal Conservation Association

DON'T UNDERSTAND CATCH SHARES?

If fishing is important to you, if it is truly a way of life,
please take the time to read my editorials on catch shares
at our website ar www biggamefishingjournal.com. Then
please read and absorb this article. If we do nothing, catch
shares will come o both the domestic recreational and
commercial fisherman withour fail and it will be devastat-
ing. Learn what wheels are already in progress, and under-
stand the enwironmental communities plan for our fish-
eries, then come join the fight. An informed public is our
greatest asset.
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FACT:

The Big Green Money Machine, www.fisheruth. net, lists
the environmental foundations grants, money distribution
and amounts that have been given to the environmental
community and other organizations, many of which are
involved i the catch share movement. The total minimum
distribution by the foundations s §561,907,154. Come
visit www.fishtruth.net and see who is getting foundation
money then make your own decision if this ridicule made
by CCA i warranted.,
www. fishtruth net






